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February 15, 1907 164 



THE ITALIAN RAILWAYS AND MALARIA. 



Until July 1, 1905, all the Italian railways, although the property of 
the State, were operated by private companies. Each of these com- 
panies had its own special rules regarding malarial zones and the extra 
compensation allowed workmen employed therein. These companies 
were among the tirst to conduct experiments upon the mechanical pro- 
tection against mosquitoes by means of wire netting. The famous 
experiments of Professor Grassi, made from March to October, 1905, 
in the plain of Capaccio, near Salerno, one of the most virulent malarial 
zones in Italy, placed the theory of mechanical protection against mos- 
quitoes upon a firm, practical basis, and the larger part of the expenses 
of these experiments was paid by the company operating the Mediter- 
ranean railway system. When the Italian Government took charge of 
the operation of the railways it became necessary to have uniform 
regulations regarding all matters, including malaria. 

All the employees who serve or who have residence in a malarial 
locality are allowed an increased daily compensation. Temporary 
employees in these districts have no such rights. The right to this 
indemnity is not extended to employees receiving more than 3,000 lire 
per annum or to laborers who receive more than 8.50 lire per diem. 
The malarial localities are divided into 3 zones according to the intensity 
of the malarial infection. As soon as the statistics and data are col- 
lected, thej T will be published with lists of railway malarial zones and 
topographic charts. 

The mechanical protection against mosquitoes and the administration 
of state quinine are obligatory under the laws described in my pre- 
vious report. The results as regards the railroads, are as yet not in 
evidence, too short a time having elapsed since the Government 
assumed actual control of the railroad svstem. 



THE ARMY. 



Concerning the presence of malaria among the soldiers and the 
prophylactic measures prescribed for and used to prevent and cure 
malarial infection, nothing can be said at present. 

In April, 1905, the head of the army medical department issued a 
circular to the directors of health of the various army corps of the 
Kingdom, in which he prescribed the prophylactic and therapeutic 
measures to be employed against malaria. In another circular of the 
same month, April, 1905, the same authority gave clear instructions 
concerning the previous circular and added some important details 
with regard to registration of cases. It is now obligatory in the army 
to maintain special registers of malarial cases, noting the manner and 
variety of the infection, the technique of the scientific researches 
made, and the method of administering the quinine. This system has 
been in practice too short a time to draw conclusions as to results in 
the army. 

JAPAN. 

Rejx/rtfrom Nagasaki — Emigrants recommended for rejection. 

Sanitary Inspector Bowie reports as follows: 
Number of emigrants rejected January 13, 1907, 38. 



